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“Sharing the  
Ointment for Jesus’            
Feet, Giving God  
our Very Best”  

Cf. John 12:3                                   

Our mission statement: 
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 There are many biblical images of God as potter. The craft of pottery 
is ubiquitous throughout the world. Some potsherds have been dated back 
20,000 years. Potter’s wheels in Palestine have been dated as early as 3rd mil-
lennia B.C.  From the time of the urbanization of the Israelites during King 
David’s reign we find evidence of pottery factories where many wheels were 
set up, and household dishware was mass produced to meet the needs and 
demands of centralized urban populations. 
 

 From Genesis 1, where ‘adama’ means red clay, to modern archaeo-
logical digs, we are indebted to the art of pottery. Ceramic pottery is virtually 
indestructible through time, and so is a main source of biblical dating.       
Ceramic pottery provides a beautiful metaphor for the relationship of creator 
and creature. God is the potter and we are the clay. 
 

 Clay is kneaded vigorously to get the air pockets out of it so that in 
forming it, no imperfection may suddenly arise.  Clay is then centered on the 
wheel, water added, and drawn up and pressed down several times until there 
is no wobble in the lump which will be raised up into functionality. The    
potter exerts great physical effort, great patience, total centering of self and 
materials, total concentration…..And then the lump of clay is gently lifted up 
toward the Creator with balanced pressure from both inside and outside of 
the emerging form. 
 

 The potter has a general idea about what might happen with this 
lump, but does not know exactly.  In a sense, the potter releases self to create 
and extend self into the world through this artifact.   

 

BERGY’S BABBLE:  “WHOSE  YOUR POTTER?” 

… /// ... 
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There is also the release of the potter’s self when the creation is finished. 
The point of completion is totally the arbitrary point of decision when the 
Creator says, “It is good, it is finished.” That decision is the pronouncement 
of perfection/atonement/forgiveness/grace that happens even if there is a 
slight wobble in the pot. Better to be a wobbly pot than a formless lump.     
A wobbly pot can be trimmed to please the aesthetic sense of the creator 
while it is still moldable. 
 

 Then the pot is fired and hardened against breakage.  It is painted 
and glazed to protect and beautify in its interaction with the world.  Then it 
is refired to make that protection and beauty last as long as the pot itself. 
 

 No clay is ever wasted. If a decision is made by the creator to scrap 
the project at any point in the process, the clay can be broken up, pulverized 
and wet down to again make clay. Broken, a pot can never be repaired per-
fectly but broken, a pot can always be reformed into something new. There 
is no such thing as an irreparable broken ceramic piece in the biblical world; 
just the function of the piece changes. A broken pot might be used for a jar 
lid, or writing material, a hot coal hod or a waterdipper. It could be ground 
up for waterproof cistern plaster or used as a strigil (back-scratcher). It 
could be used as security on top of walls or as firebrick in ovens. If art pre-
cedes life, then the description of Leviathan in Job 41:30 with ceramic tiles 
on his underbelly for protective armor is vaguely preminiscent of the space 
shuttle re-entry tiles. 
 

 After the first firing, the name of the object changes, turning from 
simply “clay”, to “earthen vessel”. The cooking pot which provides for    
others is by the nature of its use, refired over and over again. 
 

 When a ceramic creation is removed from first firing and cooled, the 
Creator is probably surprised, because the heat is going to make unanticipat-
ed changes in the creation.  Nevertheless the Creator feels satisfaction and 
even pride.  Of course, the Creator can see some differences between his 
intent and the final product, but the work is pronounced complete. And the 
pot has an existence independent of the Creator. 
 … /// ... 

… /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  “Whose Your Potter?” 
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 The aesthetic sense of the Creator may not even be pleased by some 
isolated aspect of the new pot, but the Creator appreciates, protects, and 
cares for the whole piece, and is secretly amused when others don’t even see 
what he knows is true about his creation. 
 

 The potter knows his work as being ontologically separate from 
himself, an outside event in the material world.  To the potter, it doesn’t 
matter what anyone else thinks about this newly shaped and formed matter.  
The potter thinks, “It’s mine and I love it.  It is an infinitesimal aspect of me 
that reflects and communicates that which is subjective, serendipitous and 
extemporaneous about me. This creature work of mine is not the product of 
unintentionality but of my free intentionality.” 
 

 The pottery is an incarnational, self-artifact of the Creator through 
which the Creator discovers even more about self. Imagine the surprise and 
delight in finding that what happened in the final process of firing was not 
exactly what was imaged at the first touch of the clay.  The creature as a 
separate being has taken on inherent will and life of its own in relationship 
with the world. 
 

 The only way that the earthen vessel could be misbegotten would be 
to forget it’s Father’s face; to forget the intensely concentrated countenance 
of the one who peered into the depths of the pot, while pulling it up off the 
wheel, the perspiration from the brow wetting that clay and affecting its 
form eternally, the attention and love and work and courage of the Creator 
in extension.  “Yet, O Lord, thou art our Father; we are the clay and thou art 
our potter; we are all the work of thy hand.” Isaiah 64:8. 
 
 See you in worship ………………………………… BERGY  

… /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  “Whose Your Potter?” 

!
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COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 
 

Wednesday, June 24th, 2020  

at 12:00 noon in the Annex. 
 

Church Council 
 

 

COUNCIL WORKSHOP 
 

Thursday, June 4th,  
at 12:00 noon. 

 

Church Council 

 

PLEASE UPDATE YOUR DIRECTORY 

DALE, Claude 

(832) 256-5436 
16245 FM 126 South 
Merkel, TX 79536 
awccorr@yahoo.com 

 
A message from Dorothy Preuss: 
 

I lost a special friend Nancy Walton (54 y/o) 

to cancer on May 20, 2020.  Please pray for 

her family and friends. 

RUTHSTROM, Hazeley 

(713) 305-6774 
3813 Citadel 
Houston, TX 77092 
hazeley@gmail.com 

FARLEY, David & Rilla 

(713) 586-8880 
1707 Lamonte Ln. 
Houston, TX 77018 
rillafarleyriet@aol.com 

Please update the following email information: 
 

• FREDERICKSON, Maureen 
      greenfred@yahoo.com 
 

• LAMBETH, John 
      jmlambeth@gmail.com 
 

• NINMAN, Phil & Eva 
      eninman@sbcglobal.net 

FINSTAD, Ricki 

(832) 693-8686 (cell) 
rlfinstad@yahoo.com 
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… /// ... 

MINUTES FOR COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 

APRIL 25, 2020 
 

The April 2020 Church Council meeting was called to order by Pres-
ident Wendy Lambeth on Wednesday, April 25, 2020 at 10:10 a.m.   
(The March 2020 meeting was cancelled due to the Coronavirus stay -
at-home order.)  As in-church worship services were also suspended 
for the same reason, Pastor Berggren opened the meeting with a 
short service that included the celebration of Holy Communion.   
 

In attendance were:  Pastor Jim Berggren, Wendy Lambeth, Nancy 
Beamesderfer, Linda Cuzzort, Ricki Finstad, Julie Kilkenny,         
Kay Vaccaro and Sharon Wagner, as well as special guest Wayne 
Schaper.  John Cooper and Deacon Karen Davidson were not in  
attendance.  (New Council members are Nancy Beamesderfer, Linda 
Cuzzort, John Cooper and Treasurer Ricki Finstad.)  
 

The minutes from the February Council Meeting were submitted by 
Julie Kilkenny, and after a correction, unanimously approved by 
Council.  They will be submitted for publication in Crossties and on 
the website. 
 

The Treasurer’s report was presented by Ricki Finstad and former 
Treasurer Wayne Schaper. Mr. Schaper walked the new Council 
members through the report format, explaining some of the classifi-
cations, as well as the history of investment accounts.  Treasurer 
Finstad reported that offerings for the month of March were $19,555 
a decrease of $5,754 from February; year to date offerings were 
$76,423.  Expenses for March were $27,193, an increase over $685 
from February. Year to date expenses were $7,444 greater than   
offerings taken in.  Mr. Finstad predicted that with the continued 
suspension of in-church worship services, April would be another 
tough month.   
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The checking account balance at 3/31/20 was $244,898, not including 
restricted funds.  The Endowment Committee has $678.04 interest 
available for disbursement.  Mr. Finstad thanked Mr. Schaper for his 
many years of service as Treasurer and for his help in the transition 
of duties to Mr. Finstad.  The Treasurer’s report was unanimously 
approved as presented. 
 
Pastoral Staff Reports: 
 

Pastor Berggren expressed special thanks to Wayne Schaper, Fredda 
Yurk and Ricki Finstad for their hard work during the Treasurers ’ 
transition and the COVID-19 crisis.  He remarked on the upheaval 
for Palm Sunday services.  Instead of the traditional parade of palm 
branches through the sanctuary, he and Mr. Schaper delivered palm 
branches to area neighbors.  The Food Pantry continues to do an 
amazing job, working hard to fill the increased demand fueled by the 
stay-at-home order.  He noted with gratitude that Holy Cross has 
been able to keep employees working.  Pastor Berggren is coming to  
the office daily. The office staff has been working some from home, 
and housekeeping has had time for deep cleaning projects.  Pastor 
Berggren has been reaching out to parishioners by phone, as have 
Deacon Davidson and Sussy Terry; members of the congregation are 
also checking on each other.  The ELC is also working hard to keep 
things going.  They have been working online, one teacher per day.  
Graduation and the annual fundraiser are question marks at present.  
Pastor Berggren continues his efforts to find ways to reach out to 
people, and he wanted to especially recognize the efforts of Pat Cur-
ran for working on the weekly printed service which appears on the 
website and to Warren Schick for posting it and sending updates via 
email blasts. 
  
Old Business and Committee Reports: 
 

Kay Vaccaro announced that she will be the WELCA liaison since Bettie 
Baring is no longer on Council.  

  

…///… Council Minutes — April 25, 2020 
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Unfortunately, with the stay-at-home order WELCA has not been able to 
conduct its normal group activities either.  The shipping of the LWR quilts 
has also been postponed.  Thanks to Ms. Baring for serving as WELCA 
Council Liaison! 
 
President Lambeth updated Council on the Telge property.  The sale 
of Lots 3 and 4 have closed, and the proceeds have been placed in a 
Vanguard Money Market account while the Financial Review Com-
mittee considers investment opportunities for these funds.   Lots 1 
and 2 remain available. 
 
Other Old Business and Committee Reports:  

 
• Ms. Lambeth reported that Crafty Ladies procured the removable 

signs for the west parking lot.  
 

• Ms. Lambeth noted that the professional evaluations were going 
well, but have been interrupted because of COVID -19.  Pastor 
Berggren’s is complete, and Deacon Davidson’s is half done.  She 
noted that Marsha Thompson was helping with this.  

 

• There was a brief discussion of Building and Grounds issues.  
The campus was inspected for termites, the urinal in the men ’s 
room was repaired, the lawn was sprayed for weeds, and Pastor 
Berggren trimmed overgrown mulberry branches.  

 

• Job Openings:   Council discussed the ongoing search for a new 
Organist, and Pastor Berggren is pursuing some interim possibil-
ities. The search for a Youth & Family Director is still under-
way. Council members suggested posting a notice on the Synod 
website, as well as on Facebook.  

 

• President Lambeth announced that a new defibrillator was      
purchased with funds from memorials given in honor of Calvin 
Remmert, who was instrumental in getting the first defibrillator 
for Holy Cross.   

… /// ... 

  

…///… Council Minutes — April 25, 2020 
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New Business: 
 

• President Lambeth nominated Sharon Wagner to serve as Vice 
President of the Council.  A motion was made, duly seconded 
and approved by Council.  

 

• Ms. Lambeth also noted the need to fill the vacant seat on Coun-
cil, which has one year left in its term.  It is the responsibility of 
Council to appoint a person to fill the remainder of the term.  
Council agreed on a candidate, and President Lambeth will     
contact them to see if they are willing to serve.  

 

• Ms. Wagner brought up the subject of Easter lilies.  Since there 
were no in-church Easter services this year, Holy Cross did not 
have its usual lily program.  Ms. Wagner noted the extreme hard-
ship faced by small businesses such as our lily and poinsettia 
supplier (Martin’s Greenhouse), who has been so loyal to HCLC 
over the years. Council discussed several possibilities for helping 
out and voted to send $375 to the company to help cover the cost 
of the unsold lilies.  Ms. Wagner will contact Martin ’s Green-
house. 

 

• Council discussed at length the social media presence of Holy 
Cross as a way to reach out to members and visitors, in addition 
to email blasts and the website.  During the stay-at-home order 
many businesses and churches have increasingly turned to        
videoconferencing on sites such as Zoom and Microsoft Teams, 
Facebook Live, etc.  Council discussed what ways other churches 
are reaching out to members, and Ms. Kilkenny and Ms. Vaccaro 
offered to research platforms that might be appropriate for 
HCLC. 

 

• President Lambeth introduced a Communion Outreach idea to 
reach homebound members.  Bettye Raschke and Karen Yoder 
prepared small bags that included bread, wine and a printed Order 
of Service.  Council members took bags to deliver to members 
who live in their neighborhoods.   

  

…///… Council Minutes — April 25, 2020 

… /// ... 
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The next Council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 20, 
2020 at 12:00 noon. 
 

Upon motion to adjourn, the meeting was closed with the Lord ’s 
Prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Julie Kilkenny 

HCLC Council Secretary 

  

…///… Council Minutes — April 25, 2020 

 
 

DATE 
 
 

1st READING 
 
 

PSALM 
 
 

2nd READING 
 
 

GOSPEL 

 
06/07/2020 

 
 
 
 

Genesis 
1:1—2:4a 

 
 
 

8 

 
 
 
 

2 Corinthians 
13:11-13 

 
 
 

Matthew 
28:16-20 

 
06/14/2020 

 
 
 
 

Exodus  
19:2-8a 

 
 
 

100 

 
 
 
 

Romans 
5:1-8 

 
 
 

Matthew 
9:35—10:8 

 
 

06/21/2020 

 
 
 

Jeremiah 
20:7-13 

 

69:7-10 
16-18 

 
 

Romans 
6:1b-11 

 
 
 

Matthew 
10:24-39 

 
 
 

06/28/2020 

 
 
 

Jeremiah 
28:5-9 

 
 
 
 

89:1-4, 
15-18 

 
 

Romans 
6:12-23 

 

Matthew 
10:40-42 

 

READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL 
 

 

JUNE 2020 
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If your name is not listed or if this is incorrect information  

please contact the Church Office so that the list can be corrected.  

 

Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

 

01   Jo Rita Kaltwasser 

03   Hanne-Lore Sunder 

06   Charles Hess 

08   Joyce Huey 

       Phil Ninman 

15   Wayne Schaper, Jr. 

16   Betty Larson 

       Priscilla Anthony 

       Christine Vasquez 

17   Mark Rose 

18   Bruce Jaster 

21   Pat Curran 

22   Fred Abrego 

24   Ann Crick 

25   Dorothy Preuss 

26   Joseph Lambeth 

28   Christopher Fisher 

        Alice Braun 

29   Joshua Berggren 

       Xavier Abrego 

       Claude Dale 

30   Jennifer Crick  
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R e m e m b e r  i n  P r a y e r  
 

The homebound, disabled, long-term 

ill and prolonged recovering.  

Ed Cooper 
Betty Firth 
Clarice Gross 

Elaine Snell 
Rosie Stork 
Doris Wahlberg 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

If you have any questions call  
Ricki Finstad at (832) 693-8686  

APRIL 2020 
 

    Receipts       $   22,090.00        

    Expenses           25,812.90 

    Balance     < $     3,722.90  > 
                                                                                                                           ========== 

Operational receipts                                                         
  year to date received   ……..   $  98,513.00        

Expenditures year to date ..…      109,680.15 

Balance                                  < $  11,167.15 >  
                                                                         ========= 

 

YTD Building Rental $ 0.00 

If you are not receiving HCLC 
Prayer Request emails and would 
like to, please contact: 
 

Renee Allcorn 
 

   allcornr@gmail.com  
  

or call (713) 254-8638   
 

Note that Prayer Request emails 
are sent out daily. If you are on 
the email list and did not receive 
any email, please contact Renee. 

CHURCH OFFICE  

HOURS 
 
 

Monday—Thursday 
9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 

 
 

Friday 8:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m. 

You  may sign up for  
Altar Flowers in the Narthex.  
Suggested donation is $50.00  

and $12.00 for a rose. 

Shelby Bockeloh 
Harold Braun 
Jay Byerly  
Mona Fogt 
Verlene Furley 
Fred Gardner 
Jim Haley 
Norma Hines 
Henry Holle 
Nanette Luker 
Louise McDonnold 
Susa Neitzel 
Kim Rose 
Callie Schaper  
   Hoffman  

Billy Sosa 
Vern Terry 
Dustin Todd 
Uzo Uzo  
Julie Yanta 
Fredda Yurk 

Victims of CoVid-19 

Family & friends of 
Nancy Walton 
upon completion of 
her life’s mission. 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net
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TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100  Church Office  

101  Sussy Terry  

103  Rev. Jim Berggren  Senior Pastor 

104  Fredda Yurk  Bookkeeper 

105  Karen Davidson  Deacon 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church  
in Spring Branch 
 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) 

“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  
gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 Email :  jlberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Deacon Karen Davidson                 
                Email : aimked@gmail.com 
 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 Email : hclc@holycross.us 
 
 

† Fredda Yurk  — Bookkeeper  
 Email : fyurk@holycross.us 
 

 
 
 

 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 
 

  Wendy Lambeth                           President 

  Sharon Wagner                       Vice-President    

     Julie Kilkenny               Secretary   

     Ricki Finstad               Treasurer 

 

SATURDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Informal Service 6:00 p. m.—AT 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

Traditional Service 9:30 a.m.—WC 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

ELC (713) 461-5535 
 

email:  holycrosselc4@gmail.com 

7901 Westview Dr.  
Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253  
Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:    hclc@holycross.us 
 

Website:  www.holycross.us 

Office Manager & 
Events Coordinator 


